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    Research in Germany: 
            International Opportunities         
for Career and Study 
 
 
 
April 24, 2015 
German Academic 
Exchange Service 
(DAAD) 
  
is the largest funding 
organization in the world 
supporting international 
exchange of students and 
scholars 
 
DAAD provides  
•Information and counseling 
about studying & research in 
Germany  
•Scholarships and grants 
„Research in Germany“  
 Since 2006, “Research in Germany” is the central 
information platform of the Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) to promote 
innovation and research in Germany. 
 Partners for “Research in Germany”-initiatives in 
North America are the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation (AvH), the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD), and the German 
Research Foundation (DFG) 
Seite 
The German Research Landscape 
• Research at institutions of Higher Education 
• Non-university research facilities 
• Industrial research 
Different players 
Seite 
 110 universities 
 224 universities of applied sciences 
 58 colleges of art and music 
Features of German universities 
 Unity of research and teaching 
 Broad range of subjects 
 Theoretical orientation of research 
 
Source: HRK (August, 2014) 
Higher Education Institutions 
392 Higher Education Institutions 
Seite 
Facts and Figures: 
• 2.5 million students enrolled in German higher education 
institutions 
• More than 280,000 international students (11.3 %) enrolled at 
German universities 
• 25.000 doctoral degrees awarded annually 
• Almost 24.000 international doctoral students enrolled  
• Public expenditure for institutions of higher education: 23.5 billion 
euros (2011) 
Higher Education Institutions 
Seite 
Excellent non-university research 
institutions 
 Max Planck Society 
83 Research Centres; Staff: 17.000;  
Budget: 1,5 billion € 
 Helmholtz Association of National Research Centres 
18 Research Centres; Staff: 35.000;  
Budget: 3,8 billion € 
 Leibniz Association 
86 Research Centres; Staff: 17.000;  
Budget: 1,5 billion € 
 Fraunhofer Gesellschaft 
66 Research Centres; Staff: 22.000;  
Budget: 1,9 billion € 
 
 
Seite 
Intensive Industrial Research 
• Almost 70 % of the research investments in Germany are spent by the 
industrial sector (approx. 51 billion euros) 
• Numerous industrial research facilities and companies are closely 
cooperating with universities and other research institutions (networks and 
clusters) 
• Industries strong in research: Automobile industry, electrical engineering, 
chemical industry and mechanical engineering 
Projects 
Mobility People 
The German Research Landscape 
 Alliance of German Science Organizations 
Key German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Funding 
Programs 
www.daad.org 
Origin 
 
Career stages 
Academics from North America 
 
 
Academics from Germany 
Students ● RISE (Research Internships in 
Science and Engineering) 
● Undergraduate Scholarship 
● University Summer Course Grant 
● Rise worldwide 
 
Graduates ● RISE professional 
● Study Scholarship 
● Research Grant 
Postdoctoral researchers ● Research Grant 
Faculty ● Visiting Professorship 
● Research Visit 
● Group study visit 
 
● Short-term lectureship 
Experienced researcher ● Research Visit  
 
Key Alexander von Humboldt (AvH) Funding Programs At a 
Glance 
www.humboldt-foundation.de 
Origin 
 
Career stages 
Academics from North America 
 
 
Academics from Germany 
Graduates 
(up to 12 years after completion of bachelor’s) 
● German Chancellor Fellowship  
(for citizens of the US, Russia, 
and China) 
 
Postdoctoral researchers 
(up to 4 years after completion of doctorate) 
● Humboldt Research Fellowship ● Feodor Lynen Research Fellowship 
Junior research group leaders 
(up to 6 years after completion of doctorate) 
● Sofja Kovalevskaja Award 
Experienced researchers 
(up to 12 years after  completion of doctorate) 
● Humboldt Research Fellowship ● Feodor Lynen Research Fellowship 
(up to 18 years after completion of doctorate) ● Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel 
Research Award 
 
Internationally renowned academics ● Humboldt Research Award 
● Alexander von Humboldt 
Professorship 
 
 
Key German Research Foundation (DFG) Funding Programs 
At a Glance 
www.dfg.de 
Origin 
 
Career stages 
Academics from North America 
 
 
Academics from Germany 
Graduates  
Postdoctoral researchers 
(up to 4 years after completion of doctorate) 
● Coordinated Programs 
Research Units 
Priority Programs 
Collaborative Research Centers 
Clusters of Excellence 
International Research Training Group 
● Temporary Position for PI 
 
● Coordinated Programs 
Research Units 
Priority Programs 
Collaborative Research Centers 
Clusters of Excellence 
International Research Training Group 
● Temporary Position for PI 
Junior research group leaders 
(up to 4 years after completion of doctorate) 
● Emmy Noether Program ● Emmy Noether Program 
Experienced researchers 
 
● Heisenberg Program ● Heisenberg Program 
● Mercator Fellow  
Internationally renowned academics ● Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize 
● Heinz Maier-Leibnitz Prize 
● Communicator Award 
● Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize 
● Heinz Maier-Leibnitz Prize 
● Communicator Award 
 
 
Thank you for your attention! 
 
 
 
Contact: 
Amra Dumisic 
DAAD North America Office 
dumisic@daad.org 
 Useful Websites: 
• www.daad.org (North American programs) 
• www.daad.de (international website) 
• www.research-in-germany.de 
• www.phdgermany.de 
• http://research-explorer.dfg.de 
• www.dfg.de 
• www.avh.de 
• www.bmbf.de 
• www.hrk.de 
 
 
